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Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 

in letting Pastor Williams’ family, friends and 
congregation know that his 25 years of service 
are greatly appreciated. I also wish him well in 
continuing his leadership to both Second Bap-
tist and the community.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as 
someone born and raised in the town of 
Altamonte Springs, Florida, it is a special 
honor to support the designation of the United 
States Postal Service located at 321 Mont-
gomery Road in Altamonte Springs, Florida, 
as the Arthur Stacey Mastrapa Post Office 
Building. 

SGT Arthur Stacey Mastrapa, a former 
Postal Service employee, was killed in Iraq 
last June while serving his country as an Army 
Reservist. Naming the Altamonte Springs Post 
Office after Sergeant Mastrapa is an honor be-
fitting of a man who dedicated his life to serv-
ing his fellow citizens and eventually made the 
ultimate sacrifice for his nation. 

Sergeant Mastrapa was killed in June 2004 
after serving nearly 400 days in Iraq as part of 
a Military Police unit of the Army Reserve. 
Sergeant Mastrapa joined the Army in 1992 
and later joined the Army Reserve in 1998 
after leaving active duty. When he was not 
serving with his reserve unit, he served as a 
postal worker at the Altamonte Springs Post 
Office. Sergeant Mastrapa leaves behind his 
wife Jennifer and two children. Sergeant 
Mastrapa was a model American. 

Mr. Speaker, each of the 24 other members 
of the Florida Congressional delegation sup-
ports this legislation because it not only hon-
ors Sergeant Mastrapa’s life, but it also thanks 
his family for their sacrifice and creates a per-
manent memorial that his coworkers at the 
post office can remember him by.
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, as a result of the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, Armenian forces 
occupy the mountainous region of Nagorno 
Karabagh, as well as seven additional regions, 
resulting in a million refugees and internally 
displaced Azerbaijanis. 

Located between Russia and Iran, Azer-
baijan is an important partner and ally in the 
international war against terrorism. While bilat-
eral cooperation on terrorism-related issues 
between the U.S. and Azerbaijan started well 
before September 11, they intensified with 
Azerbaijan offering unconditional support to 
the coalition and becoming the first Muslim 
country to send troops to Iraq. 

While there have been several attempts to 
find a resolution to the conflict under the Orga-

nization for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) Minsk Process, little progress 
has been made. However, the U.S. continues 
to work towards the end. According to a re-
cent State Department statement: ‘‘The United 
States does not recognize Nagorno-Karabakh 
as an independent country, and its leadership 
is not recognized internationally or by the 
United States. The United States supports the 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and holds that 
the future status of Nagorno-Karabakh is a 
matter of negotiation between the parties. The 
United States remains committed to finding a 
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict through the Minsk Group process. We 
are encouraged by the continuing talks be-
tween the Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.’’ 

On January 25, 2005, the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe adopted a 
resolution on the Nagorno Karabagh conflict, 
which concluded that ‘‘considerable parts of 
Azerbaijan’s territory are still occupied by the 
Armenian forces and separatist forces are still 
in control of the Nagorno-Karabakh region.’’ 
Additionally it asked the co-chairs of the 
OSCE Minsk Group to expedite an agreement 
on the issue and urged the parties concerned 
to comply with U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions by refraining from any armed hostilities 
and ‘‘by withdrawing military forces from any 
occupied territories.’’

Mr. Speaker, this shows the international 
community is ready for a resolution of the con-
flict. I welcome the initiatives by the Council of 
Europe and the statement by the U.S. Admin-
istration, and I urge my colleagues to support 
a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, I would 
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History. 
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well 
represented from both a local and national 
perspective. 

Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926, first as ‘‘Negro History 
Week’’ and later as ‘‘Black History Month.’’ In 
fact, black history had barely begun to be 
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in 
America as far back as colonial times, it was 
not until the 20th century that they gained a 
presence in our history books. 

Though scarcely documented in history 
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our 
nation must not be overlooked. 

I would like to recognize Mrs. Julia Thomas 
of Washington County. Mrs. Thomas has been 
an advocate for young African Americans 
throughout her life. She has been instrumental 
in getting young African-Americans elected to 
public office. She is a member of the Progres-
sive Art and Civic Club that provides scholar-
ships to African-American students to help fur-
ther their education. 

Mrs. Thomas’ dedication to the citizens of 
Washington County is also recognized through 
the sponsorship of twenty to thirty girls to par-
ticipate in Literacy Bowls, and workshops on 
etiquette, attitude, mannerism, drugs, health, 
politics, etc. 

Mrs. Thomas also volunteers 85 percent of 
her time going to schools to talk to students 
about the contributions that African-Americans 
have made and are still making in the State of 
Mississippi and throughout the nation. Some 
examples of Mrs. Thomas hard work and dedi-
cation to having African Americans rep-
resented in the political arena include Mr. 
Davis Weathersby (African-American) serving 
as Election Commissioner for 2 terms and Mr. 
Mark Seard being elected to the Office of Su-
pervisors. 

Even though she has not been the ‘‘1st’’ 
she has made numerous contributions to her 
race. Throughout her lifetime she has kept the 
motto to ‘‘lift as she climbs.’’ 

I take great pride in recognizing and paying 
tribute to this outstanding African American of 
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi 
who deserves mention, not only in the month 
of February but year round.
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rotary International on 100 years 
of outstanding service worldwide. 

Founded on February 23, 1905 in Chicago, 
Illinois, Rotary International is an organization 
of business and professional leaders that pro-
vides humanitarian service, encourages high 
ethical standards in all vocations, and helps 
build goodwill and peace in the world. Today, 
there are nearly 1.2 million Rotarians belong-
ing to more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located 
in 166 countries. We are very fortunate to 
have 11 Rotary Clubs in the 29th Congres-
sional District. The Burbank, Burbank Sunrise, 
Alhambra, Altadena, San Gabriel, Pasadena, 
Pasadena Sunrise, South Pasadena, Glen-
dale, Glendale Sunrise, and Monterey Park 
Rotary clubs have individually contributed to 
Rotary International’s mission and have united 
in the ideal of service. 

More than one million Rotary members have 
volunteered their time and personal resources 
to protect over 2 billion children in 122 coun-
tries from polio. Rotary has contributed over 
$500 million to the global polio eradication 
campaign and spearheaded the polio rededi-
cation efforts of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). It is also a proud 
supporter of educational opportunities for stu-
dents, teachers, and other professionals. 
These clubs are community gems that have 
wholeheartedly donated their time, effort, and 
passion to causes of worldwide importance. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring Rotary International on their 
100th Anniversary and recognizing their impor-
tant services to local communities and the 
world.
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